
                                                                 CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                                       Approved 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 

December 10, 2018 @ 7:00 P.M. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Castle Rock Township was convened at 

the Castle Rock Town Hall on Monday, December 10, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Sandy Weber, Chair; 

Jon Juenke, Vice-Chair; Jeff Partington, Kelly Elvestad and Dave Nicolai, Supervisors; Barbara Lang, Clerk 

and Rhonda Rademacher, Treasurer.  Also in attendance were Brian Watson, Andrew Dahlen, Pete Schaffer, 

Craig Braun, Mike Slavik, and Mark Henry.  

Chair Sandy Weber called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Commissioner Slavik asked to be added to Public Comment. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve the amended agenda.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA REVIEW/APPROVE 

1. November 12, 2018 Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting Minutes 

Clerk Barbara Lang pointed out a correction in the spelling of Jon Juenke’s name to be made on page two of 

the minutes. 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to approve the minutes as corrected.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Commissioner Slavik gave an end of the year summary of some County highlights.  The County Budget is 

scheduled to be approved next week.  He also encouraged Castle Rock Township residents to attend the 

Public Meeting being held at the Town Hall on December 17th regarding the County Road 78 project. 

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE 

Chairman Jeff Partington reported that there were no items to review at the November 26, 2018 Planning 

Commission meeting. 

An update was given to the commission members about the map review for buildables and explained that at 

the last Board of Supervisors meeting it was decided that the township will look into applying for a grant that 

would cover the cost to have the town planner do the review.  

During the meeting, Chairman Partington also provided updates on some ongoing issues/projects in the 

township that may involve the Planning Commission at some point.  This included: 

• Wetland Bank application currently being processed 

• LKQ project, with ongoing concerns regarding percentage of impervious surface and drainage 

issues 

• Al-Maghfira Cemetery has a landscape architect who has submitted preliminary concept 

drawings, which include some features that are of concern that are not authorized under the 

Conditional Use Permit for the cemetery. 

REVIEW / APPROVE - None 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Supervisor Elvestad gave an update on Rocky Hills Park pollinator planting. Weather was not 

cooperative at the right time this fall, so planting will take place in the spring. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Braun Wetland Bank Application 

Brian Watson from Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District was present to assist in answering 

questions and clarifying the status of the application process, as well as Dakota County Commission Mike 

Slavik.  Mr. Watson explained that Dakota County is the applicant for this project, and administration for 

processing and approval is handled by the Minnesota Board of Water Soil Resources.  Mr. Watson clarified 

that the decision date had been extended to January 14, 2019 at the request of the township.  The decision 

date has to be within 120 days of the date of the application, which was October 11, 2018, and was  



 

confirmed by Commissioner Slavik.  Final comments are due by December 21, 2018.  He also explained that 

Dakota County and the State of Minnesota would be the bondholders, not the landowner.  The process of 

reviews, testing and engineering has been a three-year process. 

There were many questions and much discussion about the application process and action and reviews that 

have taken place over the past several years.   

Adjacent landowner, Pete Schaffer, expressed concern that he feels there should have been a Public Hearing 

regarding this process.  Mr. Watson explained that an open informational Public Meeting was held here at 

the town hall on September 24, 2018 prior to the final application being prepared, and comments and 

questions were taken into consideration with some adjustments being made at that time.   

Supervisor Dave Nicolai made a motion to hold a Public Hearing.  Chair Sandy Weber requested a 

second to the motion.  Motion died due to a lack of a second. 

Mr. Nicolai went on to request that he believes the township engineer from Bolton & Menk should review 

the engineering.  There was discussion about who would pay for that additional cost.   

Jeff Partington made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded that if the County or State will cover up to a 

$2,500 escrow to cover these engineer fees, the township will proceed with having this reviewed.  4 

ayes, 1 nay by Dave Nicolai.  Motion carried. 

Mr. Watson will submit a request regarding the escrow and will notify the township of this decision within 

the next week. 

DAKOTA COUNTY SHERIFF UPDATE 

A Dakota County Deputy was present and reported that there have been thefts by the Randolph Solar Farm.  

Clerk Barbara Lang thanked the Sheriff Department for the great job they did handling the emergency plane 

landing last Thursday. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (continued) 

• LKQ Updates 

Memo was reviewed that was prepared by Bolton & Menk after an inspection at the property giving a 

summary of what they found.  Supervisor Partington participated in this site visit.  He indicated that the new 

ponds are OK, but the existing north pond appears to be silted in.  They also examined the township 

easement ditch north of the property, which appears to need some clean out work and maintenance.  Based 

on the information provided by Bolton & Menk, liners are going to be required in all the ponds to be 

compliant with current MPCA guidelines.  There was discussion about the impervious surface situation.  Mr. 

Partington will continue to work with Keith Radloff and Bolton & Menk Engineer to mitigate the sitation. 

• Update on Dakota County Grant for map review 

Clerk Barbara Lang has contacted Greenvale Township who previously received a similar grant.  They will 

provide copies of their application to assist us in submitting our application. 

• Al Maghfira Cemetery update 

Chair Weber read the e-mail provided by township attorney Troy Gilchrist, who requested authorization to 

contact Al Maghfira’s attorney to discuss the project for clarification on items that are not allowed for this 

project.  Clerk is working with Dakota County Environmental Resources and the Vermillion River 

Watershed group to develop an appropriate application form for Stormwater Management and Land 

Disturbance. 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to authorize the township attorney to contact 

Al Maghfira’s attorney for clarification.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

• Inspectron report re: vacant house at 4425 280th St. 

Conditions at this property have deteriorated since the previous inspection several years ago. Several photos 

were provided along with the inspection report. 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to have the township attorney prepare a letter 

to the property owner.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

• Discussion of fire on December 1 

Chair Sandy Weber provided an e-mail dated December 3 regarding a fire within the township during the 

snowstorm on December 1.  Circumstances were unusual, and Dave Nicolai will contact Fire Chief Elvestad 

to discuss further.  

• Application for Interim Use Permit for solar electric system on PID 07-01800-25-020 

Public Hearing date will be on January 28, 2019 at 6:30 pm.  Clerk will post and publish appropriate notices.  

Clerk also noted that township attorney will be working with the applicant to prepare the conditions for the 

Resolution being created authorized the Interim Use Permit for this project. 

ROAD REPORT 

• Update on ditch cleanout along Alverno Ave – some work has begun.  Road Maintenance Contractor 

Mark Henry recommends that this area be looked at more closely at the annual road inspection in the 

spring to determine if a culvert pipe should be installed. 

• Report on Open Public Meeting for County Rd 86 

• Open Public Meeting for County Rd 78 project will be held here from 4:30 to 6:30 pm on Monday, 

December 17 

• Road Committee Budget Meeting date will be set and held hopefully before the end of December 

• Update on snowstorm on December 1.  There was some snow pack in random areas.  Roads were plowed 

and or sanded as appropriate. 

• Fiber optic project complaint – Eureka Township contacted Castle Rock Township with a complaint 

about some spoils from the ongoing fiber optic project being dumped in the Eureka right-of-way.  The 

affected area has been inspected and appears that it was all removed and the affected area restored in a 

timely manner.  The project manager now knows that Denmark Avenue is a township dividing line and 

will not infringe on that side of the road as the project continues.  Mr. Henry commented that they have 

been doing a good job with a minimum of disruption as work progressed this fall. 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
Receipts  $    20,495.37 

Current Investments $  801,592.25 

Jeff Partington made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve the Treasurer Report.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

REVIEW PAYROLL AND CLAIMS 

Payroll: $    1,662.64 Claim # 9399 - 9400 

Claims: $  19,993.61 Claim # 9401 – 9417 

Total:   $  21,656.25 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to approve the Payroll and Claims.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

CLERKS REPORT 

• Filing period for the March 12, 2019 elections is from January 1 – 15.  Please see attached notice for 

details. 

• Township office will only be open one or two mornings during Christmas week.  Clerk would appreciate 

guidance from the Board if this is acceptable. 

• Please let Clerk know if you have any further updates that should be posted on the website.   

ADJOURN 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to adjourn.  5 ayes.  Motion carried.   

Meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Lang, Clerk 

Attest:  Sandy Weber, Chair, Board of Supervisors 


